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Lenin Centenary Celebrations in Irag

A week of celebrations to mark the centenary of Lenin's
birth began in Baghdad on 18 April with a large rally at A1l Khuld
Hall attended among others by Dr. Elias Farah, from the National
Command of the Ba'ath Party, Salah Omar al Ali, from the Regional
Command of the Ba'ath Party, and a number of Ministers and members
of the Iraq/Soviet Friendship Society. Other events included
a reception given by the Soviet Ambassador on 22 April, an
exhibition of books about Lenin in the Baghdad University Library,
an exhibition of Soviet Oriental Art, a Lenin Festival of Films
and an exhibition of photographs entitled Lenin 1870-1970.

All this, taken with considerable press coverage of the centenary
and many thousands of words extolling Lenin the Revolutionary

and the Soviet Union as a supporter of the Arab cause, have made
the centenary celebrations an impressive event.

2. However, towards the end of the week the Ba'ath Party, which
had throughout been closely associated with the celebrations,

felt it necessary to publish a long article in the Party newspaper
Al Thawra in reply to "reactionary" criticism that the celebrations
demonstrated that the Ba'ath Party was now fully committed to
communism. The article opened by saying that the Arab Revolution
had a character of its own. It reviewed the development of the
Soviet Revolution, putting particular emphasis on its peasant
basis. The Ba'ath Party it said, had benefited greatly from this
Soviet experiment, but the Arab Revolution was not a mere lifeless
imitation of the Soviet revolution; here the Ba'ath Party
differed both with the "traditional left" which saw revolution
throughout the world as an organic whole and assumed itself to be
the only heir to the accomplishments of the revolutionary ideology
— "an assumption which smacked of %*dealism and crudity" - and

also needless to say with "the right" which denied the human

basis of revolution. It was according to Al-Thawra, the right

which had accused the Ba'ath Party of throwing in its lot ;ith
the

P.R.M. Hinchcliffe Esq.,
Near Eastern Department,
F.C.O.,
London S.W.1.

CONFIDENTIAL

(1) F.O. No. 17/1241 , NEQ 1 /8. Communism in lraq, 4 /2 /1970, P.1.
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Kurds, some from as far away as the United States,have convergedon a village with the
musical ' name of Kallala in northern Iraq and near the Turkish border. The village, which has
been the summer headquarters of Mulla Mustafa Barzani, the Kurdish national leader, is the site
of the 8th Congress of the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP), which was to begin formal sessions
yesterday. Delegates came from all parts of Iraq, and from Europe, the US and ILebanon. Some
even have slipped through from Syria. i

From Rawanduz, one of the main centres in the Erbil district on whose northern border
Kallala liés,, to the site of the conéress large placards with slogans on them have been strung
up. "Long Live the Arab-Kurdish Republic of Iraq", announced one slogan, and another said:
"Iraq Marches On Under the Leadership of President Ahmed Hassan Al Bakr and Mulla Mustafa
Barzani." A third one said: "On the Rock of Arab-Kuxrdish Unity All Reactionary and Imperialist
Conspiracies Shall Be Crushed." Another still described the Pesh Mergha, the Kurdish irre-
gular army that had fought the Iraqi army off and on for about nine years, as "the protector of
‘the Arab-Kurdish republic."

Baghdad's Kurdish daily, AL TAAKHI (Brotherhood) hailed it "an historic moment." 4nd it
appears to be so. This is the first time that the Kurds appear genuinely and relatively satisfied
that a settlement of their problem may finally stick. In a way, the congress is a celebration of
the decldration issued by the Iraqi Government on March 1llth for settlement of the Kurdish quest-
ion in Iraq on basis of an autonomy for the Kurds in the areas in the northern districts where
they form a majority.

The KDP's Tth congress was held late in 1966, in wake of the June 29th Declaration, then
made by former Premier Dr Abdel liahman Al Bazzaz, which too provided a certain degree of
settlement to the Kurdish problem. But there was already then-profound doubt that an actual
solution of the problem was in the offing. Therefore, the 7th congress was held under an atmo-
sphere of uncertainty --and all it did was to decide on/ a wait-and-see policy. The festive mood

" which characterizes the 8th congress was completely absent from the 7th congress, and the
Baghdad press hardly mentioned the Kurdish meeting then. Yesterday and the day before, the
newsd the 8th congress was top story in the Baghdad newspapers and in nowscnsts.by the offi-
cial Baghdad Radio.

A delegation representing the ruling Baath Party is Mtonding the Kurdish congress now.
Kurdish delegations coming from abroad were given free transport by the government-run rail-

road. Their passports or entry visas were hardly scrutinized when they arrived at Baghdad
airport a week ago.

A Reason To Celebrate. The Kurds have all the reason to celebrate. They already have
five Ministers in the Iraqi Cabinet, and the 8th congress is scheduled to choose the Kurdish Vice
President, the first the Kurds in Iraq have ever had. The Government has already anhouncod
that a new provisional constitution incorporating the Kurdish rights as spelled out in the March
11th Declaration will be proclaimed this month as part of celebrations marking the 2hd anniver-
sary the Baathist take=over in Iraq. Another Government announcement said that a census of

(1) F.O, No. 17/ 1238, NEQ 1/ 2. (Part ¢ 88-127) , Problems of Kurds inlraq,4 /2/1970.P. 92.
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BARZANI LAUDS PERSONAL ENT BAKR; Kurds
/ KURDISH PARTY CONGRESS TO BE HELD ON IST OF JULY

The Kurdish national leader, Mullah Mustafa Barzani, has said in a press conference on
Tuesday that "strong personal ties" existed between him and Iraqi President Ahmed Hassan Al
Bakr. He also stressed that the March 11th Declaration which settled the Kurdish problem in
Northern Iraq "came in the interest of all Iraqis." According to the Iraqi press yesterday, Bar-
zani said that enemies of the Iraqi people tried to present the fightingbetween Kurds and Iraqis
before the March 11th Declaration was reached "as a sectarian conflict", but their efforts have

failed as a result of the agreement reached between the Kurds and the ruling Baathist regime.

Kurdish Congress.On the other hand, a member of the Political Bureau of the Kurdish De~

mocratic Party (KDP), Mr. Mahmoud Osman, has announced that the party will hold its 8th con-
gress on July lst "under the slogan of peace, brotherhood and national unity." The congress will
last until the 10th of July, and will covene at Klala area in the north.

He told the official Iraq News Agency (INA) that about 400 persons representing the bases
of the party will attend the congress in addition to a delegation representing the Arab Baath
Socialist Farty and others representing the various national forces in the country. Among the
subjects which will be considered by the congress are the March 1lith Declaration, the relation-
ship between the ruling Arab Baath Party and the KDP. The congress will also discuss ideolo~-
gical and organizational matters of the KDP.

Vice President. Osman also said that the congress will decide on the person who will be
nominated for the post of Vice President of Iraq, in accordalllce with the March 11th Declaration
which provides that the Kurdish community in the country will have a Vice Fresident. Osman said
that the would-be Vice Fresident will be elected from the seven-member Political Bureau of the
KDP. These are: Nuri Chawis, Minister of Works and Housing; Majid Mahmoud, Minister for the
Affairs of the North; Saleh Al Youssefi, Minister of State; Dr. Mahmoud Osman; Habib Karim,
Secretary General of the KDP; Aziz Aq:rawi; and Ali Abdullah, Editor of the Kurdish newspaper
AL TAAKHI. _ MAM [

* * * F'b ( qi

COMMANDO ACTION. Meanwhile, the Baghdad daily AL THAWRA, organ of ruling Baath
Farty, has continued its

paign in support of coordination between the commafido organizations
ies. An article on this line was reproduced ;ésterday by the Bei-
rut daily AL KIFAH, which speaks for the Iraqi Baathist regime (see our’bulletin yesterday).

and Arab governments and a

J/
The article said that comma! action has now come to be thredtened by two main factors:
1-Some commando groups have become Ygonts for certain Arab p

and 2- efforts aimed at recruiting the hi—g t number of com

i,

/
tical parties and governments;

ndos without consideration of the
quality and conduct of the new recruits, who exentually

undertaking its basic duties against the enemy.

erted the commando movement from

The’ article also warned of the danger of
must be fought because they allegedly aim

ommando groups, and said that these
sabotaging the\gommando action and distorting its

image. It also called for purging the ’nfercenaries" from the ¢

mando movement.

B R

(1) F.O,No. 17/ 1238, NEQ 1/ 2. (Part ¢ 88-127 ) , Problems of Kurds in lIraq ,4 /2/ 1970.
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I have delayed writing about the 8th congress of the Kurdish
Democratic Party which took place from 1 to 6 July in the :k/q'
expectation, which has been proved false, that an announcement
would be made during the 14-17 July celebrations here or shortly
thereafter about the Kurdish choice of a Vice President.

- We have commented elsewhere (Jenner's letter 2/1 of 18 July)

on the one aspect of the Kurdish Democratic Party congress which
caught the attention of the Arabic press here in Baghdad - the
speeches made by representatives of other parties. This in fact
turned out to be the major feature of the congress and in

retrospect perhaps the most important event at it. Speeches were
made by representatives of the Iragi Communist Party, the National
Democrat Party, the Independent Democrats, the Arab Socialist
Movement, the Ba'ath Party and the Palestine Liberation Organisation.

Be The Ba'ath representative repeated the Central Government
line of the importance of the 11 March manifesto in achieving a
true solution to the problems of the North and stressing the
importance of cooperation between the Progressive forces in Iraq
under the patronage of the Ba'ath Party. The Communist delegate
Karim Ahmad dwelt on the delicate situation in Iraq which in his
words required the forces of the people and their Nationalist
Parties to be vigilant and cautious. He said that the Communist
Party considered that representatives of all parties and national
forces should be invited to a joint meeting to study the establish-
ment of a National Front and to determine its constitution.
Salman al Azzawi of the N.D.P. gave his party's support to the
Kurdish slogan "Democracy for Iraq and self-government for
Kurdistan". In a rather obscure speech Abdul Ilah al Nasrawi of
the Aradb Socialist movement attacked the Chauvinist policies of
successive governments in Iraq which had compelled the Kurdish
people to carry arms in defence of their legitimate rights. The
obscurity lay in the implication, not openly expressed, that the
Ba'ath were as guilty as the others before them.

e There were also representatives at the congress of the K.D.P.
in Syria and of the Kurdish Democratic Youth Movement in Syria and
the Lebanon. Both of these in their speeched referred to the
oppression and persecution of Kurds in Syria.

/5
P.R.M. Hinchcliffe Esq.,
Near Eastern Dept.,
F.C.O.
RESTRICTED

(1) F.O ,No. 17/ 1238, NEQ 1/ 2. (Part c 88-127 ) , Problems of Kurds in lIraq, 27 / July /
1970.
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ABSTRACT

The Iragi Communist Party is one of the most prominent Iraqi
political parties that played an important role in influencing the
course of events in the political arena in Iraq at the beginning of the
second half of the thirties of the last century where that period of
history saw the emergence of the Kurdish issue is clearly in the
policies and the literature of the Communist Party, especially after
Barzan events (1943-1945) in northern Iraq and its aftermath, and
how to deal with successive Iraqi governments, and Anbra the
Communist party introduced the appropriate peaceful solutions .

The importance of this study comes from the fact that it dealt with
a subject of historical, political and social dimensions. At the same
time, the Kurdish issue was a prominent event on the political scene
and for a long time in the history of modern Irag. In the royal and
republican covenants, and this was reflected in the Kurdish issue
itself. The position of the Iragi Communist Party on the Kurdish
issue (1968-1979) is worthy of consideration because the Communist
Party provided much support and support in many local and
international forums.

The study was based on the chronology of events while
preserving the unity of the topic. The study was divided into four
chapters, a conclusion and a set of annexes, as well as the
introduction, which aims at clarifying the importance of the thesis
and determining its main contents. The first introductory chapter
dealt with the period since the establishment of the Iragi Communist
Party (1968-1949), the execution of Fahd, secretary of the
Communist Party, the development of the relationship between the
Communist Party and the Kurdish Movement (KDP) For the period
(1958-1963) Of the Communist Party of the Kurdish issue and the
accompanying armed events in the era of the First Baathist coup and
the government of the brothers Aref (1963-1968).

The second chapter, which we included under the title of the lIraqi
Communist Party and its position on the Kurdish issue (1968-1973),



shed light on several issues in which we discussed the position of the
Communist Party on the Kurdish issue (1968-1970) and the
repercussions of the July 17 coup on the Kurdish issue, Declaration
of March 11, 1970 and the declaration of self-rule of the Kurds and
the position of the Iragi Communist Party, the relation of the
Communist Party to the Kurdish issue of the period (1971-1973) and
the accompanying events.

The third chapter dealt with the period from the proclamation of
the National Front and Progressive Nationalism (July 17, 1973) to
the establishment of the Kurdish War in 1974, and the influence of
the Baathist Communist Alliance on the Kurdish issue and the
deterioration in the relations of the Communist Party with the
Kurdish leadership. The position of the Communist Party from the
April 1974-March 1975 war, the reasons for the Algiers agreement
and its repercussions on the Kurdish issue, the March 6, 1975
agreement, the collapse of the armed Kurdish movement, and the
consequences for the Kurdish issue.

The fourth and final chapter, entitled "The position of the Iraqi
Communist Party on the Kurdish issue 1975-1979", explained the
position of the Communist Party for the two years (1975-1976) on
the Kurdish issue after the Algiers Agreement and the impact of the
collapse of the Kurdish armed movement on the Kurdish parties. The
deterioration of the relations between the Ba'th Party and the Iraqi
Communist Party by engaging in the National Progressive National
Front between the Ba'th Party and the Iragi Communist Party, the
Communists having to resort abroad, the return of the alliance with
the Kurdish parties and the adoption of the method of armed struggle
for the purpose of overthrowing the Baath regime.

The conclusion included the most important findings of the study
of scientific results in the light of its contents, as well as the
recommendations and proposals that we consider necessary from the
point of view of the researcher modest, and we also sought through
the annexes to the study to provide the letter with a set of documents
and important data of the Iraqi Communist Party and the Kurdistan
Democratic Party with a number of Foreign Documents. In his study



of the position of the Iraqgi Communist Party on the Kurdish issue,
the researcher reached the following conclusions:

1 - The Kurdish issue has a clear impact on the programs and
thought of political parties, especially in the thought and literature of
the Iragi Communist Party.

2. Both the Iragi Communist Party and the Barati Party have played
a large and effective role in highlighting the Kurdish issue and
supporting it in obtaining the right of the Kurdish people to attain
their national rights.

3 - The Kurdish issue has contributed directly or indirectly to the
tension of the Iraqgi political situation for many years reflected on the
economic and social aspects of the Iraqi people and Kurds alike.

4. The Kurdish issue will remain a problem unless a peaceful, just
and democratic solution is found, unless radical solutions are found
that realize the legitimate rights of the Kurds and guarantee lraq the
unity of its land and people.

5 - Calling the Communist Party of successive governments not to
practice the policy of racial discrimination against the Kurdish
people, which will inevitably push him to seek separation from Iraq
by any means.

From his humble point of view, the researcher suggests some of
the recommendations he deems necessary to solve the persistent
Kurdish problem in its modern and contemporary history: In order
for the Kurdish issue not to come out of scope and the Kurds are
moving toward full separation and dealing with foreign countries,
Finally, 1 put this modest effort in the hands of my professors,
members of the discussion committee, to evaluate them and increase
their rank in a way that makes them efficient to provide Iraqi
libraries as a source of study of Irag's modern and contemporary
history.
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